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Chapter 3

A MEASURE OF POLLUTION PREVENTION PROGRESS

Toxic Release Inventory:

Data Quality
Assurance
and AnalysisReporting to the

Toxic Chemical
Release Inventory

is required by section 313
of the Emergency
Planning and Community
Right to Know Act, which is
also known as Title III of
the Superfund Amend-
ment and Reauthorization
Act of 1986. The purpose of
TRI reporting is to provide
the public with
information on the releases
of over 600 toxic chemicals that may occur in their
communities, and to provide the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency with toxic
chemical release and waste information that enables
the agency to determine the need for future
regulations.

EPA maintains all enforcement ability of  the TRI
program. However facilities are required to provide
the state in which they are located with copies of the
reports they submit to EPA. The Office of Pollution
Prevention and Technical Assistance takes the forms
received by the State and manages a TRI database.
The data are quality assured and are provided to
interested parties.

In 1999, OPPTA developed and implemented a
new searchable TRI database on the Internet. The
Web site at www.state.in.us/idem/oppta/tri allows
anyone with Internet access the ability to search
for information on toxic chemical releases in their
community. The site will allow searches by county,
city, facility and chemical for release and
environmental waste data from 1992 through 1997.

www.state.in.us/idem/oppta/tri

The Office of Pollution
Prevention and Technical
Assistance maintains
continual quality assurance
efforts for the TRI data
submitted to the state.
The efforts consists of:

n Validated data entry;
n The creation of a large electronic database;
n Phone calls and letters to facilities that have

reported large increases or decreases in
quantities reported compared to the previous
year, and significant changes in reported
production ratios; and

n Meetings with facilities that report greater than
20 million pounds of environmental wastes or
greater than 2 million pounds of releases to the
environment.

The data are also analyzed to determine which
facilities report one year and not the next for a
specific chemical or for the entire facility. OPPTA
staff members contact those facilities that meet these
criteria and inquire into the reason why reporting
changed. They also look for facilities that have
removed themselves from the reporting require-
ment by incorporating pollution prevention or for
other reasons.

The quality assurance process for the 1996 and 1997
TRI data is complete. The only changes that may
occur in the data for these years would result from a
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revision submitted by a facility. Unlike previous
years, July 31, 1999, was established by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency as the deadline
for receiving revisions from facilities. Reports for
the 1998 TRI reporting year were received by
OPPTA in July 1999, and the TRI data quality
assurance efforts are underway.  There are
approximately 1,000 facilities in Indiana that report
on the TRI, and OPPTA receives and analyzes
approximately 3,500 individual report forms each
year. The number of chemicals reported each year

Geographical Distribution of Toxic Release Inventory
Reported Releases in 1997

ranges from approximately 160 to 180 chemicals.
OPPTA uses the TRI data as one way to look at
measuring the state’s progress in pollution
prevention. The case studies provided by the Clean
Manufacturing Technology and Safe Materials
Institute, reductions demonstrated by recipients of
the Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Pollution
Prevention and reports submitted by facilities
participating in the Governor’s Toxics Reduction
Challenge should all be looked at to provide the best
picture of the state in the area of pollution prevention.
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The numbers shown in each county
represent the number of facilities

within that county that reported to the
Toxic Release Inventory in 1997 using
either the Form R or the Form A. The Form
R is a five-page form that is required for
facilities that meet the following
conditions:

! Manufacturing facility (primary
Standard Industrial Code in 20-39),

! Ten full time employees,
! Chemical must be on the TRI list of

650 specific toxic chemicals or
chemical categories, and

! Either manufacture or process more
than 25,000 pounds of the chemical or
otherwise use more than 10,000
pounds during the year.

The Form A is a two page form for facilities
that meet the above conditions of the Form
R, but whose reportable amount of the toxic
chemical did not exceed 500 pounds and
the chemical was manufactured, processed,
or otherwise used in an amount not
exceeding 1 million pounds for the
reporting year.

A county shaded “white” designates where
no releases to the environment were
reported in Section 5 of the TRI Form R for
the 1997 reporting year. This does not
mean that manufacturing does not take
place or that no environmental waste is
generated or reported in that particular
county.
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Geographical Distribution of Toxic Release Inventory
Reported Environmental Wastes in 1997
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The same reporting criteria as
discussed in the previous map

applies to this map. The color shading
represents ranges in pounds of
environmental waste reported in
Section 8 of the TRI Form R for 1997.

A majority of the TRI reporters and the
environmental waste are located within
four regions of the state in which IDEM
now has regional offices. The Northwest
Regional Office covers Lake, LaPorte
and Porter counties. The total TRI
reporters in each county report over 10
million pounds of environmental waste.
Lake County has the largest total of
environmental waste reported with 92
million pounds. Elkhart County, the
county with the most TRI reporters
(100), is located in the area of the
Northern Regional Office, which serves
DeKalb, Elkhart, Fulton, Kosciusko,
LaGrange, Marshall, Noble, St. Joseph,
Starke and Steuben counties. Posey, and
Warrick Counties, which are ranked
No. 7 and No. 8 in total environmental
waste in the state respectively, fall under
the Southwest Regional Office, which
serves Crawford, Daviess, Dubois,
Gibson, Knox, Martin, Orange, Perry,
Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh and
Warrick counties. The main IDEM
office located in Indianapolis covers the
rest of the state. Marion County TRI
reporters reported approximately 70
million pounds of environmental waste,
which is the second largest amount in
the state.


